PENGUIN READERS LEVEL 3 

' - - 


The mysterious StarGate is 10,000 years old. When a 
group of soldiers go through it they travel millions of 
miles to a v/orld where they have to fight to stay alive. 
Will they live? Will they find a way to get back to 
Earth? Or will they die? 


Penguin Readers are simplified texts designed in association with Longman, 
the world famous educational publisher, to provide a step-by-step approach 
to the joys of reading for pleasure. Each book has an introduction and 
extensive activity material. They are published at seven levels from 
Easystarts (200 words) to Advanced (3000 words). 

Series Editors: Andy Hopkins and Jocelyn Potter 

NEW EDITON 

6 Advanced (3000 words) 

S Upper Intermediate (2300 words) 

4 Intermediate (1700 words) 

3 Pre-Intermediate (1200 vvords) 

2 Elementary (600 words) 

I Beginner (300 words) 

Easystarts (200 words) 

www.pengumrcedci S-com 

STARGATE 

n 



Contemporary 

Classics 

Origin.nls 




British English 
American English 


wijo was iij~u.inis)f«!i*i^<r:straasFt*i ►uMtu.iouan.ini.xLiKPDiKBU) 

afuiji-i wi.iswPf iwwffisr* 'swar/w±‘Lio<:»s*Hinu4H«:-'-‘#siriFi-s‘L7s^fiy5m'Tnico 



ISBN 0-997-80579-X 


78 


0997 80 


5796 


Published and distributed by 
Pearson Education Limited 


9 




Hr 








S T 

A R 

GAT 

E 


YOU A \ 

■cu r YEAKS liROM 

IIOMI 

bonus 

• 

• • • 

« 


TITLE 


■ 


not for 

9 


• ” • 





























StarGate 


from the sciefiipLiy and miveliz.aioii by 

DEAN DEVLIN & 
ROLAND EMMERICH 

adapted by 

SHEILA BLACK 


Level 3 

Retold by 1 )avid Wharry 
Scries Editors: Andy Hopkins and Jocelyn Pott 




Contents 


l’ea«Qn Education Limited 
Ldiiihutith (iai.-.Hajlcw 
Fs'C>.-<.M2o2jK. England 
Jjid A.^o.iatctl ( oiDpaiucc ihtouglioui the 

ISHK ‘-m' Wlri/'IX 

Vl^^^ ruhlnhi-d ui C'.tcal K'lUiii bv I'utnn l'/« 

1 Jii. ailaptJtion fi'>t jiuWiiitca b> 1‘cT^lo U'x'k^ 

I'ublishcd by Addison Wesley Longman l.iniiif.i and Pmpuui Ikioks ltd. VWS 
Ness edition nrst puUisbcJ 
Thu edition publislied 211IM1 

1 5 7 is) B h d 2 

Teat tupyright P Davtd'Whariy V>!>6 
lUustranons ropyrighi ib Rotvan Osfft'id 19% 

All right* reserved 

7 he iiioraJ right (d'tlie adapter and of th*- illustrator ha* been aasetted 

SI ARGATL-^TM A f 19W l.r Studio CaiialtildS). All Right* Reserved. 
Copyright aii IJean Devlin A Roland Fmniciith. IWd All Right* Reserved. 
T.M designate* i liadciiiatK a' Le Studio Canal* ;US). All Riglil* Rc«ervru. 
Phntsigrapii* « t'>'H Le Siuiii. f.anaDlL'S). All Riplit* Reserved. 


Typctel by ReftiieCatili limited. Rungav. Suirolk 
Set in M'Hp Moiiolype Heinbo 
Piimed in China 
SWT(:/i>1 


AU rtjliii rfsi'ri'ed, 11(1 pern?) du' (tiiKveiian may ke nm.viiKid, s>(wd 
ill a rrtrir'al lyslmr, c^mnimiikd i« any (etm ,itey any •nMui, 
elfilnriii:, inoliaimaJ, pharaeapyoig. m.-nhas ot oikmvt. miha-ui die 
liin'r iiTtiirK pcfffunipn a/ nie /bWwlirr, 


I'ubh-licd by I'c-.iii.ni f.luc aiioo l.iniin-d in a*.'.>.'iatioii sviih 
I'cnginii Hook. I l.t.holli .ompatPif- being .ub-idiarie. ol (Valson I’le 


l or a complete list of lilies aviiil.ihlc in the I’ctiBtiin Renders senea. please nvilc to your local 
Penrsiii) hducniuHi ofTiceorUr I’eiiguin Readers Marketing l)cpariincnl. 

Pearson liducallon. Pdlnburgh Gale. Harlow, lk»exCM20 i|E._ 


Introducrioii 

Chapter I 

800(1 Bc 

Chapter 2 

('airo, F.gv'pt. 1928 

Chapter 3 

Los .Angeles. Sixty Years Later 

Ch.ipter 4 

lop Secret 

Chapter 5 

The Seventh Sign 

Chapter 6 

Through the StarGate 

(.'hapter 7 

Tile Uoinh 

C-hapeer i! 

‘Little Uit' 

(.'hapter 9 

The Sand Storm 

Chapter tO 

The Goddess in White 

C'hapter 11 

The Blue Light 

Chapter 12 

Only One Ra 

Chapter 13 

To Know Is to Be Stmng 

Chapter 14 

Nowhere to Run 

('hapter 15 

Countdown 

Chapter ] 6 

00:03. 00 ; 02 JK):!iI . , . 

Activities 



Introduction 


Daniel ihut bis eyes, walked into llie wall ofli<iht, and suddenly saw himself 
flying among stars, millions of ihem. He seemed to fly for thousands of years, 

until. . . 

The StarCiate lay under die sands of Egypt for ten thousand vears. 
Then, in 1928, some archeologists found a mysterious stone. The 
writing on it said, ‘a million years into the sky is ra, sun 

GOD.’ 

Sixty years later, in the USA. a young archeologist called Daniel 
J.ickson finds a way to open the StarGate again. What is on the 
other side? Daniel and some soldiers from the United States Army 
go through the gate to find out. Millions of light years from Earth, 
they find another world where Ra, the Egyptian Sun God, is king. 
But his people are not free - they are his prisoners. 

Ra knows that he must kill the visitors from Earth and close the 
StarGate for ever. Daniel and the soldiers must fight Ra to stay alive, 
and then find a way to get home . . . 

StarGate is a film by Roland Emmerich. It was one of the most 
popular films in America in 1994. It scarred James Spader as Daniel 
Jackson, Kurt Russell as Jack O’Neil (O’Neil wcjrks for the US 
Army in the film), and Jaye Davidson as Ra. 

People have been interested in the life of the Egyptians for 
thousands of years - their gods, their writing, and their pyrarruds. 
The bigjest pyramids are at Giza, just outside Cairo. The largest one 
is that of Pharaoh Khufu. It was built in 2550 bi; and is also called 
the Great Pyrnamid. The pyramid in 5/arQifp looks like Khufu's 
pyramid. 


Chapter 1 8000 BC 


The boy painted the aninial on the wall of the cave. He could see 
it hiding in the gras.s. He moved closer. Outside, men did the 
same, knowing the boy could see the animal with his eyes that 
always burned with a strange, cold fire. The boy said the animal’s 
name, 'Khet!', hit the painting, and the real animal fell dead, killed 
by a stone. The men lifted their arms and shouted the boy’s name, 
•Ra!’ 

That night, everyone dressed as animals and danced. Ra never 
danced with them. He never laughed or played. People said he was 
born without a heart. 

Nobody saw a dark shape cross the sky. Ra had a strange 
feeling and looked up. but it was already gone. Later, as everyone 
slept under the stars, a strong wind came and a light, as bright as 
the sun, shone in the .sky. Everyone ran to the cave except Ra. 
He walked towards the light, smiling, feeling happy for the first 
time. 


Chapter 2 Cairo, Egypt, 1928 

The car left Cairo on the road to Giza. Catherine Langford sat in 
the back with her father, an archeologist. She was only nine but he 
was already teaching her the writing of the Egyptians. He was going 
to see his friend Ed Taylor. Eight years ago he and Ed found some 
writing in the pyramid of Ti. It said someone hid a ‘mysterious and 
terrible thing’ near the pyramid. Ed and her father searched for 
years. Other archeologists .said thev were wasting their time. Then, 
that morning. Ed phoned from Giza. ‘We've found something!' was 
all he said. 
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The car stopped in the desert by a large hole. Workers were 
trying to lift something out of the ground. Ed was stud\ang old 
Egyptian writing on a large stone. There were thirty-nine 
unknown letters in a circle on it. In the middle there w'as a group of 
SIX of the unknown letters. Ed pointed to some writing undenieath. 
‘It savs a thousand years. . . the stars, something like that, then . .. Ra, 
the siinj^od . . 

The workers were lifting a large st«»ne ring, about five metres 
wide, out of the ground. Catherine followed Ed and her father 
down into the hole. She saw the same mysterious writing round the 
ring. ‘It’s made of an unknown kind of stone.’ Ed said. Catherine 
noticed something gold shining on the ground by the ring. She 
picked it up. It was a sinaO udjat eye, half-man’s, half- bird’s, the eye 
of the god Ra. Quickly, she put it in her pocket. 

The workers were shouting, frightened by something under the 
ring. Catherine went closer and saw shapes like a brtiken hand, and 
a strange head, like a dog’s, burnt into a piece of stone. And she 
immediately thought of Anubis, the dog-headed god of the Dead. 


Chapter 3 Los Angeles, Sixty Years Later 

Daniel cleaned his chick glasses while Doctor Ajami.his old teacher, 
spoke to the meeting of the world’s top archeologists. ‘Please 
welcome Daniel Jackson, our youngest Doctor of Archeology - he 
is not yet thirty. He speaks eleven dead languages ajid I’m sure 
you’ve all read his most. . . interesting ideas on Egypt.’ 

Daniel knew that nobody agreed with these ideas. He got up to 
speak and heard Rauchenburg, a world-lamous archeolt^st, say, 
‘The boy needs to sec a doctor.’ 

When the room was quiet. Daniel said. ‘Men made the first cars 
over a hundred years ago. Do you agree that we make better ones 
today. Doctor Rauchenburg'' 



Daniel cleaned bis tlnck\^hisses while Doctor Ajaini, his old teacher, 
spoke to the meeting of the uvrid's lop archeologists. 
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‘Er ... yes, of course,’ Rauchenburg rephed, a little 
uncomfortable. 

'Yes,’ Daniel said. ‘We make things much better today than, 
say, three thousand years ago, don’t we? So why, then, didn t 
the science and language of the Egyptians change for three 
thousand years? And why, at the beginning of chat time, did their 
writing suddenly change from cave paintings to a full written 
language?’ 

People were talking openly now. ‘What arc you trying to say?’ 
Rauchenburg asked. 

‘Khufu’s pyramid, the greatest of ail the pyramids, is another 
example,’ Daniel went on. 

‘An example of what?’ someone said. ‘Please explain.’ 

‘Of course,’ Daniel replied. 'Ever>- pyramid but Khufii’s is full of 
writing. There isn’t a word or a date anywhere on it. So. can we 
really be sure the Egyptians built it?' 

People laughed loudly. Some were already leaving. An old 
woman got up at the back. ‘Most interesting. Doctor Jackson. And 
perfectly right. So, who do you think built it?’ 

'1 have no idea who built it,’ Daniel replied, ’Or why.’ 

‘Maybe it was little green men from Mars,’ someone said. 

Everyone was leaving. Doctor Ajami came over to Daniel, angry. 
‘Why did you bring up that stupid idea, Daniel? You’ll never find a 
job anywhere now. Goodbye!' 

Daniel walked home thinking about Ajami’s last words. There 
were more bids in his letter box. Upstairs, the door of his flat was 
open. He ran in, hoping to catch a robber. Instead he saw the old 
woman from the meeting looking at unpaid bids on his desk. ‘Hey!’ 
he shouted. ‘How did you get in here?' 

She smiled. ‘My name is Catherine Langford. I’ve come to offer 
you a job, Daniel. With the Army.’ 

He laughed. ‘The Army! Are you trying to be funny;’ 

‘No. You have no job. no money, and after today no 



tianie is Cailieriiic Lanf^ord. I'l'c conic to offer you a loh, 
Diinici IViih ilie Arniy.' 
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university will ever give you work again. But that isn’t why 
you'll say yes. You’ll say yes to show that your - our - ideas are 
right.’ She gave Daniel some photographs. His mouth fell open 
when he saw the stone. She put an aeroplane ticket on his desk 
and left. 

Chapter 4 Top Secret 

High in the Rocky Mountains, the car left the road and stopped at 
a gate. The driver showed papers to a soldier, drove on into the 
forest and stopped outside a cave. Ten soldiers were guarding 
It. The biggest said, ‘Pleased to meet you, Doctor Jackson. I’m 
Lieutenant Colonel Kawalsky. Follow me.’ They went into a small 
metal room inside the cave. The door closed and the room went 
down . . . 

Underground, Kawalsky took Daniel into a room the size of 
a church. In the middle, Catherine Langford was waiting next to 
the stone. She smiled and said, ‘I’ve shown photographs of 
the unknown signs in the circle to some of the archeologists 
who were at your talk - and nobody can understand them.’ 
Daniel listened while she read out the known signs inside the 
ring, 

Daniel smiled. ’No, no.’ He pointed to a group of signs. ’Here, 
it really says a million years into the sky is Ra, sun god. And, here, the 
last word isn't door into the night but SlarGate.’ 

‘The stone is ten thousand years old.' Kawalsky said. 

‘Impossible!’ Daniel replied. 'The earliest Egyptian—' 

The Army’s scientists never make mistakes,’ a man behind 
them said. They turned. Tin Colonel O’Neil, from General 
West’s office.' said a hard-looking soldier at tlie door. His cold 
blue eyes studied Daniel. ‘Doctor Jackson, you are here to help 
Doctor Langford tell us what the signs round the ring mean. I must 


warn you that everything here is a secret of the United States 
Army.’ 

Darnel started iitmiediatcly. working day and night, trying every 
idea that came into his head. On the third night he went outside to 
get some fresh air and to talk to Kawalsky, who was reading a 
newspaper. Daniel looked over his shoulder to see what he was 
reading - it was the part of the paper about star signs. He suddenly 
realized: the shape made by the stars above him in the sky was very 
like the shape of one of the signs in the newspaper, Orion. He 
hurried back underground, found a photograph of an Egyptian 
painting of the ni^t sky . . . and saw immediately: the unknown 
signs were groups of stars! 

Chapter 5 The Seventh Sign 

General West came into the room, followed by O’Neil and a line of 
soldiers. ‘Okay,’ he said. ‘Let’s hear, Jackson.’ 

Daniel pointed to a photograph of the stone. ‘The signs round 
the outside ring are groups of stars. So, the group of six signs in the 
middle probably mean a place, a kind of address. I’ll explain. If a 
place isn’t on the ground but in the air, then to know where it is we 
need to brow three lines that meet in that place. Each line must 
have two ends - so, six places. Seer’ 

‘Six isn’t enough,’ O’Neil said. ‘To go to a place in the . . . air, 
you need a seventh place - to start from.’ 

‘Of course,’ Daniel repHed. He pointed to a small picture next to 
the six signs: the sun shining on a pyramid. ‘Here it is. In Egyptian, 
the sign of a pyramid means “Earth”.’ 

‘He did it!' Catherine shouted. ‘You’ll have to show him the ring 
now.’ 

‘Show me what ring?' Daniel asked. 

Minutes later, deeper underground, they went into a cave bigger 
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‘T!u‘rc'< your “SunCalc". ' Caihcriiicsaid lo Daniel. 


than a football field. The beautifiil stone ring shone like silver in 
the middle of lines of computers and machines. ‘There’s your 
“StarGate”,’ Catherine said to Daniel. 

‘What is that strange white stone?’ Daniel asked. 

‘Nobody knows. It's harder than anything on Earth.’ 

"Okay, let’s see if Jackson'.s right,’ West said to a scientist at a 
computer. A machine moved the seven signs niund the ring. ‘Stop!' 
said the scientist, watching the computer. When the last sign came 
to its place, there was a sudden noise, like a strange music. Seven 
lines of light began to shine from the white stones towards the 
middle ofthecircle. A circle of light began to grow where the seven 
lines met. The circle of light grew until the stone ring was full of it. 
‘Quick, send our machine into it!’ West shouted. The scientist 
started a strange-iooking machine on wheels. It moved slowly 
into the circle of light and disappeared. ‘Where’s the machine? 
Where’s it gone?’ West shouted. 

The scientist wis watching another computer. ‘The machine is 
already several light-years from Earth. It’s going towards the Cirrian 
group of stars.’ 

Catherine threw her arms round Daniel. ‘You see; a StarCate, a 
gate to the stan! You’ve done it!’ 

O’Neil joined them. ‘You’ve done your job, Jackson. Go home 
now - and don’t forget this is cop secret.’ He went to watch the 
computers. 

Daniel ran after him. ‘You can’t keep this secret!’ 

‘Who needs to know?’ O’Neil replied coldly. 

Suddenly, Daniel understood. ‘And you're going to go through 
the StarGate, aren’t you?’ O’Neil said nothing. ‘Take me and 
Doctor Langfiird with you. O’Neil.please!’ 

’We don’t need archeologists now.Jackson.’ 

‘Come and look at this!’ We.st shouted. ‘The machine’s camera is 
sending pictures back to Earth.’ 

They saw a stone wall and part ot another StarGate. 
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'The signs on it are different,' O’Neil said. 

'The machine says the air there is the same as Earth's.’ said the 
General. ‘But 1 won’t send men over there if I'm not sure they can 
get home again. You’ll have to go too now,Jackson — to read those 
signs. You will leave tomorrow .at l)6:fK) hours.’ 

Chapter 6 Through the StarGate 

The time was ().T44, Daniel, O’Neil, Kawalsky and three other 
soldiers, Feretd, Brown and Borro, stood wailing with boxes full 
of things they needed. Catherine put her'gold udjat eye round 
Daniel's neck, ‘This will bring you tuck,' she said. At 05:45, 
the scientist began to move the white stone signs. When the 
seventh sign came to its place, seven lines of light shone into the 
middle of the ring and a ball of bright light grew- and fiUed 
the circle. 

They pushed the boxes through ibe StarGate first. O’Neil 
seemed to be the only one who wasn’t friglitened. He was the first 
to walk into the circle of light and disappear. Kawalsky ordered 
Fcrctti, Brown and Porro to go next, ‘ril see you soon,Jackson - 1 
hope,’ Kawalsky said before he vs'ent through. 

Daniel shut his eyes, walked into the wall of light, and 
suddenly saw himself flying among stars, millions of them. He 
seemed to fly for thousands of years, until . .. someone shook 
him. It was Kawalsky. He w'ent and shook the others. Like 
Daniel, the\' weren’t hurt. They lay next to another StarGate, in a 
large, dark room with walls of shiny black stone. ‘T.,ct’s go!’ said 
O’Neil. Brown opened a box, took out lamps, then they w-ent 
into a much larger room, it was more beautiful than anything 
Daniel knew on Earth, but he had a strange feeling that he 
alre.ady knew this place . . . They went through more dark, empty 
rooms, then outside into bright sunlight. Daniel saw three suns 



OWeil ii-as the first to jnu/l; into the anle of lii’ht disappear 
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shining in a deep blue sky, and an endless sea of sand. He looked 
round. They were standing at the bottom of a pyTamid. Daniel 
looked up at it and knew now why he felt that he already knew 
thc rooms inside. The pyramid was the same as Kliufu’s pyramid 
on Earth. 

Chapter 7 The Bomb 

Near the pyramid, they stood at the top of a sand hill. O’Neil, 
looked round with field glasses and saw only desert, ‘There's 
nothing here but the pyramid. It’s time to go home.’ 

‘We can’t,’ Daniel said. ‘Pint, we have to find the seven signs, the 
address. On Earth it was on a different stone.’ 

‘I told you to search inside the pyramid,’ O’Neil said. 

‘I did. And it’s empty. There isn’t a single sign on it - just like 
Khufli’s pyramid on Earth.’ He looked round at the sea of saiid. 
‘Now wht'R' do we search?’ 

Kawalsky picked Daniel up by his shirt. ‘Listen yon litde rat, you 
make that StarfJate work or I’ll break your neck!’ 

'Be quiet Kawalsky,’ O’Neil said and thought for a fesv seconds. 
‘Okay, let’s put the tents up by the pyramid.’ 

They went back to the StarGate room and took sonic of the 
boxes outside. While the soldiers were putting the tents up. O’Neil 
went back alone to the StarGate room and opened another box. He 
opened a secret door at the bottom of it and took out the pieces of 
a bomb. He put the bomb together, put an orange key in his pocket, 
and went outside again. 

While O’Neil and the others put up the tents.Daniel went to the 
top of a sand hill. He noticed shapes in the sand, like a horse's feet, 
but much larger. He followed them to tlie top of another sand hill, 
and saw a strange animal looking at him. It was the size of a small 
lorry and had long, dirty hair. He went nearer. The animal smelt 



n7ji7f O'.VfiV Iiiid f/ic (if/icrs piu up tin’ Ifuh, Ddiiirl ntiit to the 
lop of ii iiiiul hill. 
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terrible but it seemed friendly. It went down on its knees and ate 
some chocolate from Daniel’s hand. O’Neil, Kawalsky and Brown 
ran over the hill pointing their guns. ‘Don't shoot!’ Daniel shouted. 
Frightened, the animal ran away. 


Chapter 8 ‘Little Bit’ 

They ran after the animal until, at the top of a sand hill, they 
suddenly stopped. They were looking down into a deep, narrow 
valley. Thousands of men, women and children were mining white 
stone in it. They had dark, skin and wore dirry clothes. One of 
them saw the soldiers and cried out. Thousands of eyes suddenly 
looked up. O’Neil cold his men not to point their guns and to 
foUow him down. ‘I want you to try to talk to them, Jackson,’ 
he said. 

‘Urn . . . hello?’Jackson said to the first ntincr. ‘I’m Daniel.’ The 
man smiled, but seemed to be frightened. He suddenly pointed to 
the udjat eye round Daniel’s neck. Waturm ya ya!' he screamed 
wildly, dropping to his knees and putting his face in the sand. 
Thousands of miners below did the same. 

'1 said speak to them, not frighten them,' O’Neil said. 

An old man in red clothes and two young women came to 
Daniel. One of the women, who was very beautifiil, offered him 
water. The old man pointed, smiling. ‘He’s asking us to go some¬ 
where with liini,’ Daniel said to O'Neil. 

They left the valley with the old man, followed by thousands of 
miners. Daniel asked questions in Egyptian but the man didn't 
understand. All Daniel learned was the animals’ name — they were 
masiadyci - and that the old man's name was Kasuf. 

Kasuf, who was head of the miners, was not sure if the strangers 
were really gods. But he lioped they were, because their arrival 
stopped the mining and this meant that his people were in trouble. 



Ilic old man poiiiivd, .swji/Tjjy. 'He's iisbiii^ lo' tt'.i.''’ sonieu’liere 
until him.' Ddiiiel said fc O'Xeil. 
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His son, Skaara, who looked after the mastadges, walked next to him. 
The beautifiil young woman, who was Skaara’s sister, walked next 
to Daniel. He couldn’t keep his eyes off her. She looked like an 
Egyptian goddess, he thought. 

The smelly iiiasladge put its nose in Daniel’s pocket, looking for 
chocolate. ‘Only a little bit,’ Daniel said, giving it some. Skaara 
laughed and said, ‘Little bit. . 

‘Hinni . . . not a bad name for a smelly thing,’ Daniel thought. 
Then, miles away, he saw the waUs of a city. 


Chapter 9 The Sand Storm 

The gates of the city opened and they went through narrow streets 
to a square. Kasuf showed Daniel a large eye.lheEye ofRa.the 

Sun God, on a wall and everyone went down on their knees. They 
probably think Ra sent us,' Daniel said. The sky grew suddenly 
darker and people began hurrying from the square. Something was 
wrong. Daniel, O’Neil, Kawalsky and Brown ran to the city’s gates 
and saw a dark cloud over the desert. ‘It’s a sand storm,’ O’Neil said. 
‘It’s over the pyramid and it’s coming this way.’ 

Miles away, Feretti and Porro ran through the flying sand to the 
pyramid. Inside, Feretti tried the radio but it didn’t work because of 
the storm. They heard a strange noise above the sound of the storm, 
and when the pyramid began to shake they thought the earth was 
moving. They couldn’t see the golden, pyramid-shaped star-ship 
landing on the pyramid tliey were in. It came down to sit perfectly 
on top. Deep inside the pyramid below, in the great room next to 
the StarGate room, a blue light began to grow inside a stone circle 
on the floor. Seconds later. Feretti heard something behind him. He 
turned and saw someone much larger than him . . . with the head of 
a dog. 
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Chapter 10 The Goddess in White 

After the sand storm they ate in the square with Kasuf and other 
heads of the cit\'. Daniel was tiy-ing to talk to Kasuf when his 
daughter brought them fruit. She smiled at him and suddenly he 
knew he was in love. Looking into her dark eyes, like the udjai eye. 
he remembered the first Eg>'ptian .sentence that he ever learned. He 
put his finger in water and wrote it on the table: Ra camefront the >ky. 
When Kasuf saw the writing he got up, frightened. Quickly, he 
took Daniel away through the streets. 

Later, Daniel lay on a bed, washed, smelling nice, wearing clean 
white clothes. He heard women’s voices outside the room. The 
beautiful young woman came in, alone, wearing white clothes 
like his. She looked frightened and Daniel suddenly understood; 
they were giving her to him to be his wife. ‘Please,’ he said, ‘1 
really like you, you’re very beautiful, but . . .’ He opened the 
door. 

Ka.suf and other heads of the city were waiting outside. ‘Khha 
shittia nelay?' Kasuf said angrily. The young woman began to cry. 
Daniel smiled uncomfortably. 

‘I - . . er . . .just wanted to say thanks for . . . my beautiful new 
wife. Goodnight now.’ He pulled her inside. ‘Please, don’t cry, Stay 
here if you want. I’m Daniel,’ 

‘Dan-snir,’ she said slowly and pointed at herself ‘Sha’uri.’ He 
repeated her name and she smiled. 

'We came from the pyramid,’ he said. 

When he made the .sign of a pyramid on the floor Sha’uri put 
her hands os'er her eyes, frightened. The gods killed anybody who 
tried to wTite. Her people had no written language. And so 
nobody knew the story of their people. If Dan-yur is a god he 
will kill me just for looking at writing, she thought. But was he 
really a god? Her people were prisoners of gods, and this man 
didn’t speak to her like a god to a prisoner . . . She made a line on 
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Shi' nituic ii Hill' on rop ofllu pytomiil. thru <i circle. It ii as the only 
Spii ili.ii >hc knew, uiui Donicl >iiii' iiiimi'diiiiely wluii ii uhis. It wiis 
the tor li.trili 


top of the pyramid, then a circle. It was the only sign that she 
knew; and Daniel saw iinincdiately what it was. It was the sign for 
Earth. 

Sha uri took Daniel secretly to a building. They went down 
some stairs, deep underground, and she opened a door. Inside a 
small, empts- mom, she pointed at the scone wall. Daniel saw the 
same sign for Earth, which also meant Ra, the sun god. It was 
the only writing in the room. Daniel felt the sign, pressed it. and 
they jumped wdth .surprise when a secret door opened. They saw 
wTitingall over the walls iivside. and as soon as Daniel saw it he was 
sure: Sha'uri’s language was almost the same as Egyptian. The 
writing told the story of war against animal- headed gods. There 
were pictures of Anubis. the dog-headed god, pushing people 
througli a StarGate and making them travel across the sky to 
another world. , . Daniel asked Sha'uri about a picture of a 
pyramid shining in the sky. A boy stood below it, lifting his arms 
to the light. 

■| see you've learnt to speak their language,' said O’Neil, behind 
them. He was standing at the door with Kawalsky, Brown and die 
boy, Skoiiru. 

‘How did you find us?’ Daniel said. 

'The btiy showed the inastaJ^e your Jacket. It smelled it and came 
here. What do the pictures say Jackson?’ 

‘They cell a story that began ten thousand years ago. A traveller 
escaped from a world where- he was weak and dying. He searched 
the surs. looking for a way to live longer. Look, here it says he 
came to a world rich with life - Earth - and changed his hotly into the 
shape of their people - us! - thm he could Hit uiiiil the end of liiiie. 
He took the body ofa boy. called himself Ra, the Sun God, and 
brought thousands of prisoners here through the SlarCiate to 
mine the iiviidedul white slow. Then there was trouble. Once, 
while he was here, people on Earth killed Ra's guard and hid the 
StaKlate under the ground, so he couldn’t return. Ra did not 
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'TJie seventh one - the address of this world - unit he at the hollom, 
here,' said Daniel, pushing away some sand until he saw. . . The 
bottom was broken into hundreds tf pieces. 


want his prisoners here to know anything. He didn’t want them 
to know the true story about him. So he stopped alJ reading and 

writing.’ 

While Daniel was talking. Kawalsky saw part of a stone in the 
floor. "Maybe this is what we’re looking for,’ he said. 

It was. 

The stone was just like the one that Ed Taylor found at Giza. 
And all six signs in the middle were the same as the ones on the 
StaiGate in the pyramid. ‘The seventh one - the address of this 
world — will be at the bottom, here,' said Daniel, pushing away 
some sand until he saw . . , The bottom was broken into hundreds 
of pieces. 

‘The StarGate will never work without that seventh sign,’ 
O’Neil said. ‘We’re going back to the pyramid now, before those 
suns come up!' 

Chapter 11 The Blue Light 

O’Neil, Kawalsky, Brown and Daniel left the city without 
noticing that Skaara was following them on Little Bit. Soon 
they saw the golden pyramid sitting on cop of the stone one. 
‘It’s the star-ship!’ Daniel said. ‘Remember the pictures in the 
room?’ O’Neil felt the key to the bomb in his pocket. He had 
secret orders to use it if they found danger to Earth - and chat 
star-ship looked like big danger! When they came closer they 
saw' the tents, broken by the sand storm. ‘I’m going inside.’ 
O’Neil said. ‘Jackson, you come with me. Kawalsky, Brown, 
stay here.' 

Inside,O'Neil and Daniel saw Feretti's hat next to the radio, then 
they heard shouts. They hid quickly and watched a largo man with 
the head of Horits. the Egyptian bird-god, walk past. His clothes 
w'ere metal and he carried a long, straight weapon with a piece of 


21 




the shining white stone at its end. When the bird-man was gone 
they hurried to the StarGate room. O'Neil gave Daniel his gun. 
‘Watch behind us,’ he said. He quickly opened the secret part of the 
box . . . and saw that the bomb was not there. 

Suddenly, two Homs men were standing at the door. Between 
them v\’as a much bigger man, with the head of the dog-god, 
Anubis. He came towards them, pointing his strange weapon, 
his metal clothes shining. Daniel was so frightened he dropped 
O’Neil's gun. The dog-man pushed Daniel and O’Neil into the 
next room and into the circle of white stone on the floor. 
Immediately, a strange blue light began to grow inside the circle, 
and the next thing Daniel knew, he and O'Neil were standing in a 
different room. 

They saw .a golden chair, shining with white stones. A golden 
statue of Ra sat in it. Children dressed in gold stood near the statue. 
The statue's face was like the masks of the dead kings of old Egypt. 
Above the chair was a golden circle with the iiiijai eye, the 
Eye of Ra. The eyes of the mask were the same, but so real that 
they seemed to be looking at them. Then the statue got up. It was 
alive! 

Ra's mask smiled at the prisoners. More children came in. carrv'- 
irig pieces of the bomb. They put them down in front of O’Neil. 
Daniel didn't know what they were. 

Anubis touched a shining stone on his throat and his dc^'s mask 
opened to show a man's head inside. Daniel noticed that the Sun 
God’s skin wasn’t gold now but light brown, and his mask was 
opening too. Inside was the face of a handsome young man. about 
twenty years old. 

He pointed at O'Neil and said in Egspti.in, 'Kill him.’ 

D.inie! saw Anubis point his weapon at O’Neil and jumped to 
stop him. A line of light shot from the while stone on the weapon's 
end. l.ianici felt something hit his heart, then everything went black. 
Another line ot light shot from the weapon and O’Neil fell to the 
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The dog-maii pushed Daniel and O’Neil into the circle of white 
siotte on the floor. Immediately, a straii(;e blue light began to grow 
inside the circle. 












































floor. Ra smiled. And have you killed aO the other Earth men, 
sweet Anubis?’ 

‘Yes, Great God from the Sun. These two make six.’ 

Ra smiled and pointed to O’Neil's body. ‘Take that aw-ay and 
put It with the others.' He went to Daniel’s body and saw some¬ 
thing that didn’t please him. His smooth browm hand went 
down and angrily pulled Catherine’s udjal eye from Daniel’s 
neck. 


Chapter 12 Only One Ra 

Skaata searched in the sand near the tents and found a box. He 
opened it and saw guns inside. He pulled the box behind a sand hill. 
Little Bit was waiting there. While he was tying the weapons on the 
mastadge’s back, he saw a door open in the side of the star-ship. 
Three aeroplanes, like Horus birds, flew out carrying bombs. A 
minute later, when he was leaving, Skaara saw clouds of black 
smoke coming from the city. 

Near the city’s gates, one of the Horus bombers came out of the 
smoke, flying low over Skaara. The pilot studied Little Bit and the 
boy carefully and flew away only when he was sure that Skaara was 
returning from the mine. 

Inside the city, houses were burning everywhere. The streets 
were full of the dead. Skaara saw his sister. Sha’uri, busy help¬ 
ing people. ‘Where's Dan-yur?' she asked. Skaara was sure that 
Daniel was dead, but he said he didn't know. She turned away, 
crying. 

♦ 

A large stone coffin lay in a room in the star-ship. Its heavy stone 
top slowly opened. Daniel's body lay inside. The hole in his heart 
was gone. His eyes opened. And Daniel sat up. reborn. 



A la^e stone coffin lay in a room in the starship. Its heavy stone 
top sloudy opened. Daniel's body lay inside. 
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Minutes later, he followed a child into a room with a pool. 1^ 
got out of it. young and handsome, not looking like someone ten 
thousand years old. 

‘1 died?’ Daniel said in Sha’uri’s language. 

'I can mend your bodies so easily,' Ra said. He smiled and 
pointed at some pieces of the bomb on a table. ‘Vour world ha.s 
changed much since I left. Now you have the science to make a 
bomb that can kill many thousands of people in a few seconds. But 
you still don't understand the science of my wonderful white 
sconcl His golden eyes shone suddenly. ‘You were wrong to open 
the StarGate! 1 will send your stupid bomb back to Earth, made a 
thousand times stronger with one small piece of my white stone. 
Thousands of years ago I went to your world. I was millions of 
lighti-ycars away from home, searching for another body to live in. I 
was dying. My people were dying, 1 took the body of a young boy 
and made myself into a god. It was so easy - Earth people are so 
stupid! 1 gave you science, a language, evcr>’ching. And now it is 
time for me to take them away again. I am going to end your 
world!’ 

‘Then why am I alive again?’ Daniel asked. 

'I have a body like yours, but I’m not like you inside. 1 have 
no love, no kindness. You arc alive again because 1 must show 
my people again that there is only one god, one Ra. Tomorrow, 
in front of the miners, you will kiU your soldier friends for 
me.’ 


Chapter 13 To Know Is to Be Strong 

Sha uri was sure that Daniel was dead. After dark, she went to the 
secret room and cried for hours. Sk.iara c.iine and she dried her eyes, 
knowing that she had to tell him the hidden story of their people. 
She explained the pictures to him and. like his sister, he understood 


that Ra was not born in the sun, that he wasn’t a god. He felt 
suddenly strong. He wasn't frightened of Ra now. His people didn’t 
have to live as Ra's prisoners 

When the three suns came up, a Horns guard came to the cit\'. 
•Take Ra’s people to the House of their (iod.' he ordered Kasuf. 
All hour later, thousands ot people were waiting outside the 
pyramid. They watched two Homs guards push out O’Neil, 
Kawalsky and Brown and knock them to their knees. Then 
Anubis came out, pulling Daniel by the arm. Sha’uri's heart jumped 
when she saw him, and .Skaara began to move closer through the 
crowd. 

Everybody shouted as the golden boy-god came outside. 
He sat down in his golden chair and Anubis walked over to Daniel. 
The crowd was sure that the dog-god wanted to kill him, Skaara 
was trying hard to make Daniel notice him. There wasn’t much 
time. . . 

AmibLs put his weapon in Daniel’s hand.s and pointed at 
O’Neil, Kawalsky and Brown. Something in the crowd shone in 
Daniel’s eyes. He saw Skaara u,sing a piece of glass to shine sun¬ 
light at him. Skaara opened his coat, and showed the gun hidden 
iaside. Daniel showed Sk,aara he understood, then shouted, ‘Great 
Ra onlers me to kill my brothers!’ He pointed the weapon at 
O’Neil, but instead of shooting him, he turned suddenly and shot 
at Ra. 

O’Neil jumped up. hit a Horus gtiard, took his weapon and 
shot at Ra too, Skaara did the s.mie. But Ra was already inside the 
pSTamid, O’Neil killed both Homs guards with his weapon, but 
more guards were coiiiiiig ,it him. Anubis took another weapon 
and shot at the soldiers. He looked round for Daniel and O'Neil 
but couldn't see them. 1 le guessed that they were hiding among 
the miners. He called a pilot and told him to go out .itid search 
the crowd. Another .s.and storm was coming so they had to be 
quick. 
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As the sand storm came nearer, a shadow like a bird moved slowly 
owr the frightened crowd. The pilot looked down at every' face, 
until he saw a masludge running away into the sand storm, cariy'ing 
people on its back .. . 

Minutes later. Ra called the pilot to Ins room."We lost them in 
the storm, Great Ra,' the pilot said. 

Ra smiled and put a small ring of the white stone round his 
hand. The ring began to shine. ‘Don't be afraid,' he said, his 
hand coming up to touch the pilot's head. For a few seconds, the 
man shone brighdy, shaking, screaimng, before he turned into 
nothing. 


Chapter 14 Nowhere to Run 

Daniel. Sha’uri, O'Neil, Skaara and the soldiers fought through the 
flying sand, following Little Bit up a liiU into a cave. As soon as they 
were inside, Daniel said, ‘Why didn’t you tcU anybody about the 
bomb, O’Neil?’ 

‘My orders are to send you home, then to search for any possible 
danger to Earth. If 1 find any, 1 have to blow up the StarGate. Well, 
guess what? 1 found danger, a lot of it!’ 

‘The bomb is Ra’s now,’ Daniel s.aid. 'Tomorrow he’s going to 
send it back to Earth, a thousand times stronger.' 

*Hc told you this?’ O’Neil said uneasily. 

'Listen.' Daniel said. ‘The real danger is not the bomb here but 
the StarGate on Earth. As long as it’s working, he tan always go 
there. We have to close it again, for ever! ’ 

O’Neil laughed. ‘Verv clever, Jackson. But thanks to you, we 
can’t, can w’c? Ail we can do is wait for this storm to stop and tr\' to 
plan what to do next — any ideas?' 

♦ 


As ihe sand storm came nearer, a shadow like a bird moved sloudy 
over the frightened crowd. 
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When Daniel woke up the next morning, Sha’uri came to him 
and O'Neii. ‘Skaara has an idea,’ she said. "Today is one of the 
special days when we take the white stone to the House of Ra and 
send it away through the StarGate. We can hide in the bags of 
stone.' 

Later. Daniel saw Skaara painting a pyramid on the wall of the 
cave. When he painted three suns above it. Daniel jumped up and 
Joined the suns and the pyramid into a sh.ape, ‘Look!’ he shouted. 
‘That’s the seventh sign.’ 

Chapter 15 Countdown 

The miners left the mine with their mastaiij^es, going towards the 
pyramid. They were so frightened of the Horus guards that only 
one guard was with thousands of miners. A man fell down in the 
heat. The guard came over to hit him. Suddenly, the miner turned 
over and shot the guard dead. It was (.I’Neil, Daniel and Skaara 
pulled guns from their miner’s clothes. ‘Stop!’ Kasuf shouted. ‘The 
Sun God will be angry again!’ The other ininers. who were as 
frightened as Kasuf. didn’t know' what to do. 

Daniel pressed a scone on the dead guard’s mask. It opened to 
show a man's face. ‘Is this a god?’ he shouted. ‘Look, he’s like you!’ 
Everywhere, miners began talking; if the guard wasn’t a god, then 
maybe Ra w'asn’c either . . . 

Soon the miners arrived at the pyramid. Ra watched the long 
line of people from a window. He w'as sure that the Earth men were 
among them. He called Anubis. 'Take the bomb to the StarGate 
room. If the Earili men get inside, kill them .ill .tgain and send their 
bomb to Eartli.’ 

Outside the pyramid, Skaara ordered es'eryoiie to go down on 
their knees. He sang the usual song, ‘Ra who tomes from the sun. 
\vc bring vou your white stone!' Three t lorus guards searched the 



Ra watched the lonjf Hue of people from a wtfidow. 
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